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2) If in some of the wheat there was found kernels that were split open or
sprouted; the rest may be used for matzah, provided the unfit ones were separated
or carefully measured to make sure that there is at least sixty times as much (of the
good wheat) as the split and sprouted (wheat). Initially, you should be scrupulous
to sort out even wheat from which mice have eaten, or to make sure that there is at
least sixty times as much of the good wheat. Wheat that arrived by ship or was
stored in pits, if it is dry and hard, and its color has not changed, is kosher for Pesach.
If it was stored in an attic and rain dripped upon it in several places, through the
roof, it is forbidden. But if a little snow fell on it or a little water, in one place only,
you must remove those kernels which are doubtful, and the rest may be used.

3) It is a long established custom in Yisroel, in preparing the mill, to clean it
thoroughly, and scrub it in every possible way and to purchase new bags [for the
flour.] In a community where there are Torah scholars, they should go to the mill to
supervise the cleansing, and to see that the preparations are done properly. In a
community where there are no Torah scholars, every God-fearing person should go
himself to supervise the preparation of the mill, for it is a greater mitzvah to do it
yourself, than if an agent does it for you. It is customary that the first flour milled
after this preparation, is not eaten on Pesach. If moist grain is also ground at that
mill, it should be separated with a partition, so that none of its powder should mix
with it.

April 4 4) If a bag of flour has become wet, if only one part became wet, whether it is
still moist or already dry, you may take that part in your hand while you empty the
rest of the flour, which you are permitted to use. Only the part that has become wet
is forbidden. However, if the bag of flour has become wet in several places so that
it is impossible to take these steps, then, if it is still moist, the flour is sifted and
only the pieces that remain in the sieve are chametz, but the rest may be used. If mice
have eaten some of the flour, it should be sifted. However, if the bag of flour has
become dry; sifting is of no use, and the entire flour is forbidden to be used.

5) On the day the flour has been ground it is forbidden to be baked,? because
the flour is then warm and will quickly become chametz when water is poured on it.
Therefore, you should postpone using it for at least twenty-four hours after the

grinding.

6) The bags for holding the flour preferably should be made new, or at least the
seams of the old bags should be opened, and they should be washed thoroughly with
warm water and ashes, and by rubbing and beating them.

7) It is forbidden to load a bag of flour on an animal, unless thick leather is
2. If, however, it was already kneaded with water, it may be baked, but special care must

be taken that it not be allowed to become chametz. This is done by speeding up the process
and getting into the oven even quicker than other matzos. (Mishnah Berurah 453:43)
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3. If, however, they were placed one on top of the other, it is necessary to wait at least

twenty-four hours before using the wheat. One should also not sit on the bags of flour.
(Mishnah Berurah 453:35)
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placed underneath the bag, as otherwise, it will get warm and moist from perspira-
tion. If possible, you should also be careful not to place many bags one on top of
the other, because as a result of that, the flour will be heated, and become chametz
in the kneading.3

April 5 Chapter 109

The Laws Concerning the Water
(Used for Kneading the Matzos)

1) The flour for the matzos should be kneaded only with water that has stayed
overnight,l that is to say, it should be drawn during twilight, and left standing
overnight. Even if the night is longer than twelve hours, it is forbidden to use it for
kneading until daylight, and if the night is short and there are no twelve hours until
daylight, we must wait until twelve hours will have passed from the time it has been
drawn. Ordinary people are accustomed to begin kneading as soon as it grows light,
with water that stayed overnight, even though, as yet twelve hours have not passed.
Although there are some authorities who permit this, most of the authorities take
the more stringent view. It is necessary, therefore, to be watchful in this matter.

2) If you are unable to estimate the exact time of twilight, you may draw water
a little earlier, provided you do not draw it before sunset.2 It is the custom to strain
the water and to cover it, and it must be placed in a cool place. When bringing the
water into the house in the morning, you must be careful to keep it out of the sun.

3) You are permitted to draw enough water at one time to last for several days,
but the proper way of fulfilling the mitzvah is to draw water daily for the needs of
that day. It is the custom not to draw water in an old earthen vessel, even though it
is used only for Pesach, unless it is glazed, for the use of an old unglazed vessel
cannot be considered an enhancement of the mitzvah. This custom should not be
changed.

4) Rivers in the month of Nissan are generally cooler than wells. You should,
therefore, draw water from a river. Sometimes, however, the rivers are swollen from
the melting snow and the water is not so cold; it is then preferable to draw water
from a well.

5) The water should not be drawn by a non-Jew, but by a Jew.3

6) You should not put the water in a vessel that has contained honey or fruit

1. This applies both to the matzah shel mitzvah (which is required eating at the Seder) and
to the regular matzos eaten during Pesach. See Chapter 110:15. (Mishnah Berurah 455:1)

2. Many Poskim rule that twilight begins at sunset and according to them, you may draw
the water even before sunset.

3. Drawing water for baking matzah is considered part of the mitzvah and should be done
only by a Jew. This halachah also applies to regular matzos and certainly to matzo shel mitzvah.
The one who draws the water should say: “This is being done for matzah shel mitzvah.”
(Mishnah Berurah 455:21-23)



